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Current professional situation 

Research fellow at the Institute for Coastal Marine Environment (IAMC-CNR) of Capo Granitola 

Profile 
 
I am a geologist with a background in integrated stratigraphy, geochemistry and sedimentology, interested in studying 
deep-time environmental and climatic perturbations and changes in the depositional environment and their link to 
internal and external forcing mechanisms of the Earth system. In the last years I have been involved also in different 
projects focused on the characterization of coastal marine environment affected by anthropogenic activities. 
 
Education 
 
March 2007: Ph.D. in Geochemistry financed by the University of Palermo and the European Social Fund. 
Thesis: “The Early Toarcian  anoxic event in the Tethyan domain: use of high resolution geochemical records for 
palaeoceanographic reconstructions”. Tutor: Prof. R. Neri. 

 
July 2001 - Degree in Geological Sciences - University of Palermo. 

 
Research experiences 
 
March 2017 – present: Post-doctoral research fellowship on: Integrated analysis of the biochemical and biophysical 
mechanisms determining and regulating the interactions between pollutants, ecosystem and human health. CISAS 
project. IAMC-CNR of Capo Granitola. 

December 2013 - December 2016: Post-doctoral research fellowship on:  Late Cretaceous – Paleogene 
paleoceanography on the basis of geochemical data and isotopic chemostratigraphy from sedimentary 
records. PRIN 2010-2011, IAMC-CNR of Capo Granitola. 

September 2012 – August 2013: Post-doc research grant on “Astronomic tuning of Cretaceous sedimentary sequences 
of the Umbria-Marche Basin”. Università degli Studi di Urbino 

July 2009 – August 2012: Post-doc research grant (cofinanced MIUR 2003) on “Environmental crises in carbonate 
platforms of the Mesozoic greenhouse world”. Advisor: G. Scopelliti. Università degli Studi di Palermo, Di.STeM. 

April 2007 – January 2009: Post-doc research grant (cofinanced MIUR 2003) on “Petrographic and geochemical 
records of global perturbation events”. Advisor: R. Neri. Università degli Studi di Palermo, Dpt. C.F.T.A. 

2005 – 2008: short periods (6 months) at the Department of Earth Sciences, University of Oxford, in the form of several 
collaborations. 

January 2002 – May 2003: Fellowship: “Progetto Antartide-P.R.N.A” on the geochemistry of Cenozoic sediments of 
the Ross Sea, coordinated by Prof. A. Bellanca. Università degli Studi di Palermo, Dpt. C.F.T.A. 
 
I have attended different national and international congresses, courses and meetings  
 
Experience on oceanographic cruises 
 
July 2017: staff in the Marine Stategy 2017 cruise; June 2016: staff in the ANOMCITY 2016 cruise; June 2015: staff in 
the ANOMCITY 2015 cruise; June 2014: staff in the ANOMCITY 2014 cruise; January 2012: staff in the ANOMCITY 
2012 cruise; January 2011: staff in the SICSIA 2011 cruise. 



 
Teaching activities 
 
2016: Course of Isotopic chemistry (Iden.Pr.eP.T project – ECOCONTROL SUD, Siracusa) 
2009/2010: Course of Sedimentary Petrography. University of Palermo. 
2008/2009: Course in Petrography and Applied Petrography. University of Palermo. 
2007/2008: Course in Applied Mineralogy and Petrography. University of Palermo. 

Technical competencies 

Use of analytical equipment: Mass Spectrometry for the determination of carbon, nitrogen and oxygen stable isotopes in 
different matrix, scanning Electron Microscope (SEM) and X-Ray Diffraction Spectrometry (XRD). 
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