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Profile

Since 2011 my research focused on marine biogeochemistry, with special regards to the biogeochemical cycle of mercury
in coastal marine environment affected by anthropogenic activities. The main objectives of my research are to explore
sources, pathways and mechanisms of mercury transfer from environment to ecosystems and humans.

Education

-PhD in Geochemistry (25/03/2014) at the “Dipartimento di Scienze della Terra e del Mare (DiSTEM)” of the University
of Palermo, with a thesis titled: “The biogeochemical cycle of Hg in the Augusta Bay” under the supervisor of Doctor
Mario Sprovieri (IAMC-CNR) and Prof. Paolo Censi (University of Palermo).

-University degree in Environmental Sciences (30/03/2010), graduated with honors (110/110).

Working experience

-Post-doctoral research fellowship at the IAMC-CNR of Capo Granitola on the topic: “Study of the pathways and the
processes of transfer of Hg from the environment to humans in the Augusta and Milazzo study cases” (Period: 10/03/2017-
09/03/2018).

-Research fellowship at the IAMC-CNR of Capo Granitola on the topic: “The biogeochemistry of mercury in coastal-
marine areas, impact on fish compartment and human health” (Period: 2/7/2013-31/09/2016).

-Term contract researcher at the IAMC-CNR of Capo Granitola focused on: ”’Study of the effects of mercury contamination
in the Augusta Bay fish compartment” (Period: 05/01/2012- 07/07/2012).

Other working experience

-Short Term Mobility 2016 (Period: 15/9-5/10/2016) at the Institute of Environmental Sciences Jozef Stefan (I1JS) of
Lubiana (Slovenia) under the supervision of Prof. Milena Horvat. Subject : “Use of mercury isotopes as tracers of sources
and biogeochemical processes”.

-Stage at the IAMC-CNR of Mazara del Vallo (Period: October- November 2008) (N° 981/Gio del 19/05/2010) on the
age determination of european anchovy (Engraulis encrasicolus) and sardine (Sardina pilchardus) by means of the annual
growth patterns reading of otholits (sagittae) using microscope.

-Stage at the '’IAMC-CNR of Mazara del Vallo (Period: July-September 2006) at the IAMC-CNR of Mazara del Vallo
(Prot. N° 982/Gio del 19/05/2010) on micro-increment daily growth of anchovy as validation tool for first annual ring.
Readings and interpretation of daily micro-increment growth were carried out by transmitted visible lights based on
scanning electron microscopy or higher resolution microscopy.
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